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Abstract
BACKGROUND

Perianal fistulae strongly impact on quality of life of affected patients.
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With regard to surgical treatments, a rectal sleeve advancement flap is sometimes an option for the
primary closure of perianal fistulas in the case of a single internal opening and in the absence of rectal
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AIM: Ligation of the intersphincteric fistula tract (LIFT) procedure is increasingly used for surgical closure
of high perianal fistulas in Crohn's disease. Currently, data on postoperative MRI findings is scarce, while
considered most important to assess healing and recurrences. Therefore, we evaluated fistula
characteristics on MRI and the relation with clinical outcomes after LIFT.
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