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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Brief summary This paper investigated the correlation with polymorphisms in APOE 

genotype expression and clinical severity of inflammatory bowel diseases. The main 

findings are the lowest CRP value in UC patients with APOE e4 allele, and the youngest 

at first surgery but lowest PCDAI score in CD patients with APOE e2 allele. Although 

the clinical relevance may be modest, this paper firstly elucidated the genetic 

distribution of APOE polymorphism among the patients with inflammatory bowel 

diseases in young patients (aged 3-18).  General comments Results were described in 

categorical variable-based orders starting with genotyping, followed by inflammation, 

disease localisation and behaviour, nutritional status, disease activity scales, treatment, 

disease severity estimates, and extraintestinal manifestations and concomitant diseases.  

However, going through multiple tables with different subset of patients in each section 

may be demanding and complicated for readers: for example, in Inflammation, serum 

CRP was associated with… APOEe3/e3 homozygotes (Table 3, 4, 6). Moreover, Table 3-5 

compared the variables among APOE e2/e3, e3/e3 and e3/e4 whereas Table 6 

compared the variables among APOE e3/e3, e2-positive, and e4-positive.  The solution 

for the complexity may be just simply, for instance, “Table 3 shows…, Table 4 shows, or 

Table 6 summarised the data…. etc, so that readers can interpret the data in a step-wised 

manner.   Specific comments 1. RESULTS, Genotyping: The authors compared the 

APOE genotypes with previous reports using Ref. 40-42, however inclusion of data from 

Ref. 52 was missing that showed similar distribution of APOE genotypes (e3/e3 = 63.0%)] 

2. Table1, 3, 4, 5 and 6: The authors are advised to indicate the number of patients 

included the analysis at the top of the column, so that readers can estimate the number 

of patients in each analysis. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

It is a very intresting manuscript on the hot topic of IBD epidemiology The authors try to 

overcome the problem of aproaching disease severity using various parameters of 

disease activity on their pick value I think that it would be interesting if they could use 

one of the aproved scales of disease severity Otherwise I think it would be simpler if 

they refer to the pick values on disease worse attack and avoid complex tables including 

disease presentation Need for surgery is defenetely a measure of disease severity but 

follow up is too short to refer to disease severity. Minor genotypes should be omitted. I 

am not sure that grouping of CD and UC is useful and apart from an initial comparison, 

separete  presentation should be obligatory Apart from hospitalisation a comparison of 

number of admissions is useful. Albumin levels are not the only meter of nutritional 

status. Discussion should be rewritten It should be clera if the suggestion is that apoE 

affects inflammation and microbiom or lipid metabolism and nutritional status From the 

resuls I can infer that the first suggestion is right 
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The authors have sufficiently revised the manuscript in accordance with the reivewers' 

suggestions. This is a scientifically valuable research. 

 

 


