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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript is not clear regarding methodology issues 1. The authors should 

described in more details the specimens collected from each patient 2. it is not clear if 

tissue materials used for RT-PCR are from the same patients  that fecal samples were 

collected 3. Did the patients received chemotherapy? or other therapy? since therapy 

influence the microbiota and microbiome function 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This manuscript describes the correlations between Trp metabolites and gut microbiota 

in patients and healthy controls, suggesting that impaired fecal Trp metabolism and 

elevated tissue Trp metabolism may participate in the pathogenesis of CRC by reducing 

intestinal barrier function and promoting tumor immune escape. The study and results 

from clinical samples in this manuscript are interesting. However, the role of tryptophan 

metabolism in CRC and its correlation with gut microbiota has attracted wide attention 

(Transl Res, 2016, 167(1):67-79. doi: 10.1016/j.trsl.2015.07.003.). The hypothesis 

mentioned in this manuscript has existed (We hypothesized that there was an alteration 

of gut Trp metabolism mediated by microbiota and that it might be involved in the 

pathogenesis of cancer in patients with CRC).  -The fecal Trp metabolism was 

correlated with shifted microbiota in CRC patients. However, there is no evidence that 

they have participated in the pathogenesis of CRC. May be CRC induced the changes of 

microbiota and fecal Trp metabolism. -The indexes of intestinal barrier function include 

ZO-1, Claudin, Muc, and so on. Just detection of ZO-1 only in mRNA level is not very 

convincing. -The manuscript has some typos and format errors. 
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