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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

It is a retrospective study. 446 patients were included this study and this study indicated 

that VA could be used as an inexpensive predictor of in-hospital mortality in patients 

with ACLF. Patients with both ACLF and VA>152.5 μmol/L have a high risk for a poor 

outcome. Some data need to be added. 1. In Mortality analysis, what is the time point to 

calculate death? 2. High VA is a common indicator for the diagnosis of HE. And HE is a 

complication for ACLF which has a prognosis role. Therefore, high VA as an inexpensive 

predictor of in-hospital mortality in patients with ACLF is lack of novelty. The important 

discovery in this paper is to find the cut-off value of VA. However, I do not consider this 

a point new finding can support the publication of this manuscript. I hope that based on 

this big data, the authors could find more in this study, such as building a prognosis 

model. 3. It is interesting that the presence of HE was not associated with increased 

mortality in this study. Please make a deeper explanation.  4. Please add liver 

background information in to the Table 1. 5. Please add the cause of death for this study. 

6. Some number in the Table2 is not matched,such as Child-Pugh class, n (%).  7. The 

Non-survivors group is 35 and Survivors group is 411. I have to say this data cannot 

have a good balance in this two groups. 
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The authors are very responsive to my previous comments, and I have no further 

questions 

 


