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Stroma-targeting strategies in pancreatic cancer: Past lessons, challenges and

prospects
Targeting stroma in pancreatic cancer

Abstract

Pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma (PDAC) is projected to emerge as the second leading
cause of cancer-related death after 2030. Extreme treatment resistance is perhaps the
most significant factor that underlies the poor prognosis of PDAC. To date, combination
chemotherapy remains the mainstay of treatment for most PDAC patients. Compared to
other cancer types, treatment response of PDAC tumors to similar chemotherapy

regimens is clearly much lower and shorter-lived. Aside from typically harboring

genetic alterations that to date remain un-druggable and are drivers of treatment
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leading cause of cancerrelated deaths in the Western world. 2,9-12. In contrast, the overall cancer-related
deaths for most other major cancer types are expected to decrease significantly due to changes in
screening and prevention programs and/or improved treatment strategies. 9,13. Pancreatic ductal
adenocarcinoma arises from the
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