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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This study aims to evaluate that PAD-medical score is predictive of the incidence of
MACE during short-term follow-up in people with PAD and diabetes. The authors
concluded that the PAD-medical score provides a simple way to assess implementation
of medical management, which may have substantial benefit in reducing MACE. This
article is well written and of clinical interest. However, several issues should be
improved before the consideration for publication. Major comments 1 In Table 1, the
data of body mass index and HDL-C are informative to image the patients. 2 The
inclusion and exclusion criteria are unclear in this study. 3 The PAD-medical score was
calculated using the data of serum LDL-C, systolic blood pressure, HbAlc, smoking
history, and prescription for an anti-platelet medication. = However, Hazard ratio of
PAD-medical score for the risk of MACE (0.79) is almost the same to smoking abstinence
(0.61), one component of PAD-medical score, which suggests that PAD-medical score is
not so benefit for the prediction of MACE compared with smoking abstinence. If the
authors claim that PAD-medical score is predictive of the incidence of MACE, the
comparison with previous score such as Framingham risk score is needed for the novelty
and benefit of PAD-medical score. 4 The reason why age, sex, ischemic heart disease
and stroke were selected as adjustment factors. Body mass index and
pharmacotherapy may be more important factors. Minor 1 The phrase of
“Implementation of medical management” is not inappropriate in the Title, because few

descriptions were made in the text. The focus is to be PAD-medical score.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Evaluating the success of medical therapy in patients with peripheral artery disease
(PAD) is paramount in reducing MACE. Authors of this study have designed a simple
medical score to help clinicians in this respect. The study shows that PAD medical score
could be of use in these patients. Still, I believe there some issues to be dealt with: 1.
PAD medical score as used by authors of this study is calculated by giving more or less
arbitrarily points for certain ranges in values of LDL, SBP, HbA1C, smoking history,
prescribed antiplatelet medication. Do authors of this study think that this arbitrarily
system of points can reflect on the success of the prognostic use of PAD medical score?
Please elaborate. 2. Why wasn’t statin use included in PAD medical score? Statins are
known for their pleiotropic effects which go beyond their capacity to lower cholesterol
levels. It would’ve been interesting to examine the effect of statin use on PAD medical
score efficacy, though it is evident that short duration of this study might not be the best
scenario to reveal these potential non-cholesterol lowering effects of statins. 3. Can you
please elaborate results from Table 2 through which one understands that only smoking
abstinence was significantly associated with a lower risk of MACE per unit increase.
Why other parameters of PAD medical score do not show this association? 4. One table
with baseline characteristics of the patients should be included (without data regarding
its association to PAD medical score). This table might include levels of HbA1C,
duration of disease (diabetes, PAD), duration of therapy, gender differences, ethnic

differences etc.
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The manuscript has been improved according to the comments.
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Authors of the manuscript “Control of modifiable risk factors and major adverse
cardiovascular events in people with peripheral artery disease and diabetes” have done
a good job to correct the shortcomings of the manuscript from the first round of the

review. I do not have any further comments.
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