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Approximately 19% of all cancer-related deaths are due to lung cancer, which is the leading cause
of mortality worldwide. Small cell lung cancer (SCLC) affects approximately 15% of patients
diagnosed with lung cancer. SCLC is characterized by aggressiveness; the majority of SCLC
patients present with metastatic disease, and less than 5% of patients are alive at 5 years.
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Liquid biopsy

A liquid béopsy. alsa known as Suid biopsy or fluid phase biopsy, i3 the
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Liquid biopsy is a non-invasive, rapid, repeated and alternative tool to the traditional tumor biopsy that

could allow the most personalized medicine into the management of SCLC patients. Circulating tumaor
cells (CTCs) and cell-free DNA (cfDNA) are the most commonly used liquid biopsy biomarkers.
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Liguid biopsy, principally circulating tumeor cells (CTCs) and cell-free DNA (cfDNA), has the potential to
improve the management of SCLC at different levels: screening, minimal residual disease detection,

monitoring systemic treatment initiation and response. and determining the development of resistance.
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