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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors describe a case of HBV reactivation in a patient with chronic HBV who was 

hospitalised for COVID19. This is a short and focused report of an important new 

observation and could inform clinical care of patients with HBV and Covid19.  I would 

suggest that the authors provide more details about the patient with HBV including: 1. 

serology results for surface antigen and antibody and e antigen and antibody 2. any 

details for the severity of liver disease - did the patient have a liver biopsy in the past, ? 

what was the fibrosis stage? did the patient have any non-invasive assessment with liver 

stiffness measurement, ELF test, FIB4 or other non-invasive test. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

-There is no recommendation to combine adefovir plus entecavir for HBV treatment 

unless there is entecavir resistance, you “ may” add adefovir [ although shifting to 

tenofovir is the recommended approach], however, you excluded drug resistance in the 

case history? how can you justify?? -we need baseline PCR to accurately define 

reactivation? -what was the status of HBsAg at baseline? -We think elevation before 

methylprednisolone is due to lopinavir/ritonavir not covid-19 treatment? -what was the 

dose of Methylprednisolone? -Are 6 days being sufficient for steroids to cause 

reactivation of HBV? usually occurs at 4-6 weeks -As long as HBV resistance genes was 

tested and negative for entecavir and adefovir dipivoxil, why retreatment with tenofovir 

was initiated? -based on the lack of evidence of the role of steroids in the possible 

reactivation, we think the title and the conclusion should only raise the question about 

the possible role of COVID-19 in reactivation, not the COVID treatment 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

- references should ordered in the text (e.g. ref [4] appear before ref [2] and [3]). - 

Abstract: Should add more details about the case - Discussion: need to add more 

discussion about the case - Figures 1 and 2: what is the meaning of Y-axis? Also, not 

mention in the text.    
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