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Autoimmune pancreatitis and pancreatic cancer: Epidemiological aspects and

immunological considerations
Autoimmune pancreatitis and pancreatic cancer.

Abstract

Ordinary chronic pancreatitis is a well-known risk factor for pancreatic cancer, whereas
such an association with autoimmune pancreatitis is widely debated. Due to the rarity
of the latter disorder, there are few specific clinical and epidemiological studies
investigating the relation between autoimmune pancreatitis and pancreatic cancer,
which do not seem to support it. However, these studies are affected by several
limitations and, therefore, a link between autoimmune pancreatitis (and, in detail, type

1) and pancreatic cancer cannot be ruled out definitively on this basis. Moreover,
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