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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Thank you for the invitation to review.  I reviewed the manuscript entitled, 

“Phytochemically rich dietary components and the risk of colorectal cancer: A systematic 

review and meta-analysis of observational studies.” The authors aimed to investigate the 

impact of several dietary elements on the risk of developing colorectal cancer. From the 

results, consumption of cruciferous vegetables, garlic, citrus fruit, and tomato were 

protective, unlike nuts that showed non-statistical significance.  The article is 

well-written with a robust methodology. However, I suggest the following MINOR 

REVISIONS before acceptance for publication.  METHODS 1. Inclusion criteria number 

4 and exclusion criteria number 1 are mutually exclusive. Inclusion and exclusion criteria 

should not be mutually exclusive. Authors might need to rephrase these sentences.  2. 

Exclusion criteria number 3 includes the word “larges” which is a typo.  TABLES 3. The 

footnote of eTable 1 includes the word “Newcastle Ottowa Scale,” a typo for the 

“Newcastle-Ottawa Scale.” Authors might need to proofread the manuscript.  4. 

Authors might need to define the abbreviations in tables 1 through 4 as footnotes. 

 


