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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
I read with great interest the paper by Lloyd-Donald et al. The authors present a

retrospective analysis assessing coagulation status by thromboelastography (TEG) in 52
patients undergoing total hip arthroplasty. The topic is of interest and the paper and
the reading is enjoyable. =My main concern is regarding the sample number, only 52
patients were enrolled, and given the retrospective nature of the study it would be easy
to collect more patients. Other minor concerns are as follow: - I would like to know at
least the protocol behind the choice between general or spinal anesthesia. - The author
stated that the study was not designed to investigate clinical outcomes or incidence of
venous thromboembolic events, but it would be interesting to at least see mentioned
these data, as they are the final endpoint of the topic - in the results section the authors
stated that 52 patients were enrolled, it would be interesting to know how many patients
were excluded for the absence of TEG or any other reason. - in the result section, the
authors stated that there were no differences in in patient weight nor sex based on type
of anaesthetic used. I would suggest to consider other factor in the analysis, to better
describe the two population, such as ASA class. - lines 19-21 of page 3 and the whole

page 4, describing study design and aims, should be placed in methods section.
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