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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This study is fine overall with a good topic, a popular approach, significant results and
appropriate conclutions. However, this study still has one important limitation and I
would like to suggest you to address it in Discussion. The reliability of this study would
have improved with machine learning analysis, statistical methods to extract knowledge
from large amounts of data. Specifically, the random forest and the artificial neural
network (ANN) do not require unrealistic assumptions of linear regression such as
ceteris paribus, “all the other variables staying constant”. Also, the random forest can
address which predictors are more important for the prediction of medication adherence
or life quality. Rigorous comparison of regression and machine learning results is

expected to make a good contribution for this line of research.
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