
Supplementary Table 1 Cross-sectional studies focusing on the possible association between HBV infection and carotid atherosclerosis 

Country 

[Author, year] 

N Patients HBsAg +ve (n, %) Assessment of CHB Association with subclinical atherosclerosis 

Atheroma plaques IMT 

Japan 

[Ishizaka 2002] [4]
 

4686 40 (0.9%) No Yes NA 

Germany 

[Volzke, 2004] [1]
 

42661 15 (0.4%) No No Trend (p=0.09) 

Italy 

[Bilora, 2002] [2]
 

98 6 (6.1%) No No2 NA 

Taiwan 

[Yang, 2007] [3]
 

508 87 (17.1%) No No No 

Italy 

[Targher, 2007] [5]
 

2153 35 (16.3%) No Yes Yes 

Current study 201 201 (100%) Yes Yes Yes 

CHB, chronic hepatitis B; IMT, intima-media thickness; HBV, hepatitis B virus; N, number; NA, not available. 

1Carotid ultrasound was only performed in patients older than 45 years (n=2289); 2 Data from patients with HBV and HCV coinfection (anti-HCV positive) were analysed 

together; 3 This cohort included 60 biopsy-proven NAFLD cases, 35 HBV, 60 HCV and 60 control 
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