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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

It is an interesting a Review about “Direct-acting antivirals for chronic hepatitis C
treatment: the experience of two tertiary university centers in Brasil”. My concern is
determined in the following points. Sofosbuvir (SOF) plus Peginterferon and Ribavirin
(PR) for 12 weeks needs to be considered as a treatment option for patients infected with
HCV genotype 3. The currently approved regimen in the United States for the treatment
of HCV genotype 3 infection is a 24-week regimen of SOF and weight-based doses of
RBV. DAAs control HCV replication by at least two distinct mechanisms: (1) the direct
inhibition of viral replication by antagonizing the function of viral proteins, and (2) the
restoration of the endogenous IFN system via the robust introduction of ISGs.
Therapeutic IFNs may maintain their position upon the emergence of difficult-to-treat
HCV that is resistant to DAAs. In patients infected with HCV genotype 1, SOF may be
used in combination with PEG-IFN/RBV, RBV alone, ledipasvir (LDV), or LDV and
RBV. The combination of elbasvir and grazoprevir, with or without RBV, was highly
efficacious in inducing an SVR12 in patients with HCV genotype 1, 4, or 6 infection. The
retreatment of patients, who previously did not respond to DAAs therapies, with SOF-
velpatasvir or/and plus RBV for 24 weeks was tolerated well and effective, particularly
among those infected with HCV genotype 1 or 2. The combination of Glecavir and
Pibrentasvir was highly efficacious and well tolerated in patients with HCV genotype 1
and genotype 2 infection, and prior failure of DA A-containing therapy. Treatments with
drug combinations are sufficient to ultimately control the emergence of resistance-
associated substitutions (RAS) in HCV. IFNs may play a role in the treatment of patients

with DAA resistance and enhance the success of retreatment with DAA. A high rate of
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patients with genotype 3 HCV infection and compensated cirrhosis achieved an SVR
with SOF and Velpatasvir without RBV. SOF/VEL therapy was effective and safe for

patients with decompensated cirrhosis. Above mentioned should be referred to.
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I find the study interesting and with an adequate number of patients.




