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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

First, this retrospective cohort study found a prevalence of 27.1% of one digestive
symptom amongst COVID-19 patients requiring hospitalization. Patients with
Gastrointestinal symptoms were more likely to have severe disease at presentation and a
longer hospital stay. This finding may help in prognostication of COVID-19 patients
needing hospitalization. =~ Second, the manuscript is well written, concise and sheds
light on significance of gastrointestinal symptoms both before and during
hospitalization. However, in the Table 3, the number of missing data if any and how it
was addressed is not mentioned, since this was a retrospective study. Please specify,
how many parameters were not found in the database/records and how were the
missing parameters addressed. Third, the limitations and strengths of the study are
mentioned. This study might help in prognostication of patients who present with

gastrointestinal symptoms with COVID-19 for hospitalization.
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