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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors present an interesting study describing a case of acute rhabdomyolysis and 

renal failure that a patient who experienced cardiac arrest with moderate hyperkalemia 

despite medical treatment and hemodialysis. There are a few major issues that should be 

addressed by the authors before consideration for publication: 1. You claimed that early 

deterioration can occur during a hyperkalemia state. you need a more comprehensive 

literature review regarding the suggested time between these issues. Furthermore, you 

should mention the recommended approach in these patients as well as introducing 

yours.  2. The authors should explain how their findings make a difference for 

cardiologists around the world and the readers of the World Journal of Cardiology. In 

other words, what action do you think could have prevented his death that should be 

considered in further cases?  More minor issues that should be addressed include: 1. 

Page 2, line 10, there is a pronoun problem here. Please change “occurred” to “that 

occurred”. 2. Page 3, line 6, the verb “are” doesn’t agree with the subject. Consider 

changing it to “is”. 3. Page 4, line 18, the past participate verb “taken” has been used 

without an auxiliary verb. Consider adding using “took” or “has taken” instead.  4. 

Page 9, line 2, the singular verb "is" doesn't appear to agree with the plural subject 

"electrocardiograms". Consider changing it to "is" instead. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Dear Authors, I found this case interesting, but I think that some points deserve a more 

detailed description and discussion: - What were the causes of rhabdomyolysis in this 

patient? - The patient continued to be oliguric? - What were the levels of Na, Ca, Mg and 

Phosphate? A synoptic table reporting the time trend of K and other electrolytes, such as 

CK levels, together with data on dialysis, medical treatments and electrocardiogram 

changes, could be more informative for the readers.  - What kind of hemodialysis 

treatment was performed? How was hemodialysis set? (please provide specific 

parameters) - I think that the authors should discuss the management of hyperkalemia 

refractory to conventional therapies. In particular, they should report that it is 

well-known that intermittent hemodialysis is ineffective in sustaining a reduction in 

plasma CK levels, while in some cases of rhabdomyolysis continuous venovenous 

hemofiltration and hemodiafiltration was effective in reducing CK levels (see and cite, 

Esposito P et al. Rhabdomyolysis-Associated Acute Kidney Injury. Am J Kidney Dis. 

2018 Jun;71(6): A12-A14) - Regarding the use of the new K-binder, it should be 

considered that there also data suggesting that sodium zirconium cyclosilicate may 

provide an incremental benefit in the emergency treatment of hyperkalemia (see and cite, 

Peacock, W.F. et al.  Emergency Potassium Normalization Treatment Including Sodium 

Zirconium Cyclosilicate: A Phase II, Randomized, Double-blind, Placebo-controlled 

Study (ENERGIZE). Acad. Emerg. Med. 2020, 27, 475–486)  Finally, I think that the title 

should be changed from “Life Threatening Hyperkalemia“ to “fatal Hyperkalemia”  
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I think that the paper has been improved. No further comments.
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