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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The paper does not actually present original findings because it is a review article. 

However, it presents a fresh take on risk factors for colorectal cancer in the context of 

younger adults with the disease. The review gathers new insights on the development of 

early-onset colorectal cancer (EOCRC) based on current evidence. Quality of scientific 

data included in the paper is very good. Key messages are concisely explained without 

delving much into details of each study cited.  With the exception of genetic features, 

all other risk factors are proposed to be related to the increased incidence of EOCRC but 

the discussion cites the lack of a clear causative link between them and EOCRC. The 

paper recognizes the limitations of the studies mentioned, and suggests the need for 

further research on these topics. Despite several gaps in research on EOCRC risk factors, 

the review mentions ways to mitigate these risks in young individuals in order to stem 

the rise in numbers of patients with EOCRC based on current knowledge.   This paper 

concludes by proposing strategies to lower the incidence of this growing global problem, 

especially in resource-limited regions. It challenges other researchers to pursue further 

studies on EOCRC. I believe it is well composed and may not need any major revisions.  

One very minor correction would just involve the names of bacterial organisms in the 

section on the gut microbiome. Genus name should be capitalized and the species name 

should be in small letters; the whole scientific name should be italicized.  
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