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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
Manuscript NO: 69365 Title: Single dose dexamethasone prophylaxis of

postembolisation syndrome after transcatheter arterial chemoembolisation: a
randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled study Manuscript Type: Clinical Trials
Study Correspondence to: Sakkarin Chirapongsathorn, MD, MSc This was the
well-designed prospective randomized study. Some queries were left in the
backgrounds and the study setting. I understood the patients’” care during TACE. The
conventional on demand therapy was useful for patients after TACE. Was it necessary to
use steroids for prevention of PES? The present study allowed the administration of
antipyretic or anti-emetic drug to patients in both groups. Such drugs could modify the
SWOG score. This was a critical problem in the present study. The evaluation point
was not clear; for 48 hours or after seven days? Author should mention it clearly. I
wondered that single dose dexamethasone delayed the occurrence of PES. How about it?
Table 2 showed that tumor size > 3cm was independent risk for development of PES
syndrome. How about number of patients with tumor size > 3cm in dexamethasone and
placebo groups? Table 1 showed that median tumor size was greater in placebo group
than those in dexamethasone group. Authors should add the additional data in Table.
In the refereed paper 12, patients with DM were excluded from the study. On the hand,
patients with DM were enrolled into the present study. How about serum glucose level

in dexamethasone group?
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
Manuscript NO: 69365 Title: Single dose dexamethasone prophylaxis of

postembolisation syndrome after transcatheter arterial chemoembolisation: a
randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled study Manuscript Type: Clinical Trials
Study Correspondence to: Sakkarin Chirapongsathorn, MD, MSc Thank you for
polite response to my queries. I am satisfied with revision except one issue. The below
limitation should be added into Discussion; After observation period, 48 hours, adverse

events were not evaluated in both groups.



