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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

1. Since the study was retrospective, the information of follow-up extracted from 

documents or some part of it were done by the researchers? If yes, how?  2. Follow-up 

covered all patients? Or there were some missing ones? If yes, what is the percent of 

missing and did you record them as the right censor?  3. Why the authors did not 

calculate diseases free survival? 4. In results, according to multivariate analysis, the 

creatinine levels was not statistically significant. The P-value was in borderline of 0.05 

and in contrast of what authors said, that sounds non-significant. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

From the literature, we do know the prognosis and survival of oesophageal cancer can 

be predicted by higher histological or TNM stage. There are strong literature evidence 

that neoadjuvant treatment followed by surgery has better survival outcomes than 

surgery alone. Similarly, the higher the co-morbidity carries higher perioperative 

complications which also influences the survival. However, the authors suggested 

poorly known factors influencing prognosis in various studies but no references 

indicated.   Authors should clarify the definition of midterm outcomes in the title, 

looking at the study which included data from March 2020, which is fairly short term.  

The study included different treatment methods including laparoscopic versus open and 

endoscopic resection. The use of neoadjuvant therapy is low about 17% compared to the 

international studies. The use of adjuvant therapy is also low. This maybe one of the 

reasons to explain lower survival outcomes in higher TNM stage patients with resectable 

oesophageal cancer.   What is new about his study that is different compared to other 

studies? 

 


