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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This is a review article regarding maternal low protein diet and fetal programing of lean 

T2D. Overall, the topic is timely and the manuscript was written well. There are some 

comments.  1. Beta cell failure is critical to develop diabetes. Lower beta cell mass in 

subjects with low birth weight has been reported recently (Sasaki et al. Diabetologia, 

63:1199-1210, 2020). The authors may cite and discuss this paper.  2. Ethnicity, 

especially Asians, appears to strongly associate with lean T2D. Ethnic difference in the 

pathogenesis of lean T2D should be discussed in the manuscript.  3. The authors stated 

that vegan diet is associated with higher risk of T2D in offspring. Is there any evidence 

for this statement? 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This is an interesting review paper, which really gives a great overview on feedbacks 

between the maternal low protein diet and the lean type 2 diabetes. However, these 

references are not comprehensive enough for such a sweeping statement. The authors 

need to add the research progress related to the relationship between intestinal 

microflora and maternal low-protein diet and lean type 2 diabetes. 


