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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
1. Background should be added in abstract. 1 Mention the full word before abbreviations

for the first time. 2 Major language revision is needed. 3 Place settings for this study are
missing. 4 Time of study should be mentioned in the beginning of the methods

paragraph. 5 Discussion section needs more organization.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Dear authors! I read with pleasure and interest your manuscript entitled "Usefulness of
two-dimensional shear-wave elastography in monitoring disease course in autoimmune
hepatitis-primary biliary cholangitis overlap syndrome". The manuscript is based on the
results of a single-centre prospective study. It contains novelty and may be interesting
for the readers. However, I have a few minor comments. Please, consider revision of
the manuscript title. "Usefulness" seems to be not fully appropriate (may be, "clinical
utility"?), as it may depend on the demand and other factors. Please, ensure study type
(retrospective study) is correct (abstract, page 3, line 7). It is in conflict with the
information on page 8, lines 2-3 (patients were ... consecutively collected). Study
population. Please, add the references for alcoholic hepatitis, NAFLD diagnostic criteria
used for exclusion of these conditions. Please, clarify, whether other toxic liver injuries
(including potential DILI), beside alcohol, were excluded? If yes, add comments and
references.  Please, check, whether treatment provided for the condition of interest
before the enrolment is mentioned in the inclusion/exclusion criteria?  Diagnostic
standards for AIH seem incomplete, please, explain. Did you have patients with positive
ANA and/or anti-LKM (or other antibodies) but negative ASMA?  In case laboratory
examination was performed, please, add the description of the equipment used, and
reagents manufacturers. For laboratory parameters, that depend on the manufacturer,
age and sex of the patient (like ALP, GGT, ALT, AST, etc), the use of relative values is
more appropriate (times of ULN), please, consider revision of the information in the
tables 1 and 4 (at least) and check for correctness of the use of statistics throughout the

work. It seems incorrect to compare patients with biochemical response and without




B a i s h i d e n g 7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite

160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA

| Publishi ng Telephone: +1-925-399-1568

E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com

3”i5hid9“9® G l’Ollp https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

it by serum bilirubin, ALP and GGT, as this was a criterion for selection. To ensure, that
change between baseline characteristics and at the control point is really significant, it
seems reasonable to use Wilcoxon matched pairs test within each group. Please, note,
that the fibrosis stage is normally marked with F (FO-F4), followed by the name of the
grading system (for example, METAVIR). The use of "S" is normally associated with the
stage of steatosis. The same, but les widespread is for the necroinflammatory activivty,
which normally marked with "A". To avoid confusion among the readers, please,
consider revision throughout the text. Please, explain the need for FIB-4 and APRI
indexes for the fibrosis assessment in your study. These markers are useful, but are
derivates by nature. In case of histology-proven liver fibrosis stage available, the use of
these instruments may be excessive. Please, consider revision of the references' format
according to the Journal requirements. Figure 1 - there are two S3 groups - please,

revise. Minor language polishing is required.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Dear editors and authors, The article is of scientific interest and aims to expand the
understanding of the diagnosis of in autoimmune hepatitis-primary biliary cholangitis
overlap syndrome. At the same time, a significant role in the article is assigned to risk
factors for the course of the disease, both in the direction of improvement and
aggravation of the patient's status. Referring to their previous works, the authors
reinforce this position (at least three links to their articles and articles of co-authors are
given). This manuscript is part of the work that was carried out earlier. Tables, graphs
and figures are sufficient and informative. It is easy to understand the data reflected in
the latter. Statistical methods and units of measurement are used correctly. In
conclusion, it is desirable to add more data on two-dimensional shear-wave
elastography in monitoring disease course, despite the fact that the authors pointed this
out in the shortcomings of their work. Many scales of assessment of morphological
changes of the liver in the studied autoimmune conditions have also been used, which
will create difficulties for a layman in this field when familiarizing himself with the
work. In general, after finalizing the comments, the manuscript can be considered for
approval. And also the wish to the authors, to submit the accompanying documents in

English, for the correct understanding of their content by the reviewers.
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The authors made substantial revision of the manuscript and provided sufficient
explanation in the "Answering reviewers". The manuscript significantly improved. I can

recommend it for publishing.



