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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Good work, well done! This study involved 835 CRC patients with longitudinal data and 

multiple analysis methods. The results are interesting and convincing that demonstrated 

early detection of the pathological changes in pPLTD, pPLTS (new metrics), LMR, NLR, 

or HPR can be useful for oncologists to make a therapeutic decision. The only problem I 

am concerned about is that I notice many parameters are not available for near half of 

the patients of this study, such as Neutrophyil-to-lymphocyte ratio and 

Platelet-to-lymphocyte ratio, which should be discussed properly in the limitation 

section. In addition, authors can improve their work’s breadth by testing their findings 

in other published datasets. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Authors retrospectively evaluated the value of the platelet count metrics in CRC patients. 

Authors the concluded the platelet count metrics is useful to follow the prognosis of 

CRC patients and helpful for therapy decisions. But its clinical usefulness was unclear 

due to its retrospective nature. In clinical setting, imaging studies are a key factor for 

decision making. The changes of tumor maker might be also useful to assess tumor 

growth. It is unclear whether the platelet count metrics are superior to imaging studies 

or tumor markers. Furthermore the platelet count metrics can be largely affected by 

chemotherapies or surgical intervention. Indeed, the pattern of patients with death was 

different as shown in Fig. 4A and B.   

 


