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Abstract
Evaluation of response to chemotherapy in colorectal cancer patients with synchronous liver metastases is important in terms of treatment management. In this Letter to the Editor, several issues in the article are discussed. For the comparison of carbohydrate antigen 19-9 (CA19-9) values referenced in the study, the patient group was not matched for cancer stage. Therefore, it may be more appropriate to select and compare CA19-9 values in patients with same-stage cancer.
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Core Tip: It is important to evaluate synchronous liver metastases of colorectal cancer (CRC) and to determine the response to chemotherapy in patients. Based on findings from such, the optimal treatment method is selected for each patient. The scoring system described in the study, created through a combination of radiology and laboratory parameters, can guide treatment. However, we think that it would be more appropriate to discuss the results of this study in the context of other studies conducted with patients with stage IV CRC.

TO THE EDITOR
Ma et al[1] recently published a retrospective study on the emerging role of a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)-radiomics signature to detect the predictive efficiency of models for chemotherapeutic response in colorectal cancer (CRC) patients with synchronous liver metastasis (SLM) and avoid ineffective chemotherapy. 
Carbohydrate antigen 19-9 (CA19-9) has been routinely studied in patients with CRC, and in the study by Ma et al[1] the measurement of CA19-9 was found to be significant between the disease non-response (non-DR) and disease response (DR) to chemotherapy groups (P = 0.045). The authors showed that CA19-9 Levels were higher in the DR (63.3%) group than in the non-DR group (43.4%). The authors reported that CA19-9 is a promising indicator for predicting response to chemotherapy, citing the study by Zhou et al[2]. However, the study design used by Zhou et al[2] had included patients with stage III CRC, while the study by Ma et al[1] focused on patients with stage IV CRC. 
Although it is known that high CA19-9 Levels are a poor-prognosis factor in untreated stage IV CRC patients, routine measurement of CA19-9 in colon cancers is not recommended by the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) guidelines due to insufficient evidence[3,4]. As such, we believe that it would be more appropriate to discuss the results of the study by Ma et al[1] in the context of other studies conducted with stage IV CRC patients[4,5].
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