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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The authors reported a case of Wernicke encephalopathy developed in esophageal 

cancer patient receiving radiotherapy. The authors contributed radiotherapy to the 

development of Wernicke encephalopathy in this patient.   Comment: 1. Language 

usage and grammar need to be improved. 2. Radiotherapy is one of the most common 

therapeutic modalities in the treatment of locally advanced esophageal cancer. Wernicke 

encephalopathy associated with radiotherapy is very rare. The current case already had 

malnutrition before and received TPN during radiotherapy, all these are risk factors for 

the development Wernicke encephalopathy as the authors discussed in the paper. 

Therefore, radiation therapy might not be the reason for the development of Wernicke 

encephalopathy in this case. Please revise the paper accordingly. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
very insightful manuscript- some few comments to consider below- 1. On physical 

examination- assessment of nutritional status should be reported as it is relevant to this 

case report 2. When the patient started receiving radiotherapy was repeated vomiting a 

consequence of radiotherapy-induced malabsorption, was there associated abdominal 

pain or diarrhea? Is the duration and dosage of radiotherapy for the first 8 days 

sufficient to cause radiotherapy-induced malabsorption in reference to existing literature? 

if this was not due to possible radiotherapy- I presume the esophageal carcinoma would 

rather present with regurgitation 3. On the description of the nutritional 

supplementation- insufficient vitamins is reported- was thiamine given or not- if it was, 

how much, was it adequate dosage or inadequate; the statement provided is too vague 

to draw firm conclusions pertaining to thiamine deficiency 4. In the published literature, 

how does radiotherapy induce, or exacerbate thiamine deficiency- is it in a similar 

manner as the one you hypothesize, through malabsorption? 5. "It recommends that a 

diagnosis of.."  review this line, I believe there is a grammatical error. "glucosemight.." 

A minor typographical error.  6. It may be worth discussing the biochemical diagnosis 

of thiamine deficiency also- that may lead to Wernicke's encephalopathy 7. Stating 

generally that the use of glucose should be avoided needs to be reviewed. stating that 

glucose should be used with caution- as hypoglycemia is also hazardous 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The authors made significant improvement and answered my comments. But there are 

still English language usage errors which need to be improved. For example, this 

sentence needs to be written in standard English style "It is significant under-recognition 

and delay in the diagnosis or treatment of Wernicke encephalopathy in departments of 

oncology. 
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