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I studied carefully the manuscript entitled "Del(5q) and inv(3) in myelodysplastic 

syndrome: a rare case report and review of the literature" by Liang et al. The manuscript 

describes a well documented case of a 66 yo female patient with del(5q) MDS who 

evolved resistance to lenalidomide, attributed to inv(3) secondary AML treated with 

azacytidine with partial response for a short period time.  The authors discuss the rarity 

of the coexistence of del(5q) and inv(3) in the leukemic clone in relation to treatment 

administered and potential therapeutic alternatives as HSCT. Their approach is 

informative and educative, and the manuscript is properly accompanied by very 

interesting figures (especially Fig.3 which clarifies the clonal evolution architecture).  

As an overall point of view, the manuscript deserves publication. However, the authors 

could consider the following:  Minor points: - The authors could concentrate all 

necessary information to demonstrate the altering pattern of prognosis based on IPSS-R 

and its components (preferably using the timeline of Fig 3). - As the patient's medical 

record was insignificant for any prior illness and especially cardiovascular disease, the 

authors are wellcome to add information concerning EASIX, a marker of endothelial 

damage, potentially reflecting cardiovascular risk. 

 


