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Quick tip

Guideline
Wordiness (the use of many words to convey an idea) should be avoided in
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academic writing.

Explanation

The use of too many words to convey one idea can muddle the message and
divert the reader’s attention. Therefore, in writing, especially academic
writing, ideas need to be conveyed as concisely as possible. One way of
doing this is to use concise alternatives to phrases. For example, the phrase
“all over the world” can be replaced with the word “globally” or
“worldwide.”

Concise alternatives can also lend a more formal tone to the sentence. For
example, “gradually” is considered a more formal alternative to “little by
little” and is preferred in academic writing.

Finally, where possible, a direct verb (action) should be used instead of
using a noun and verb. For example, “segmentation of images was done”
can be replaced with “images were segmented,” which is clearer and
preferred in academic writing.

Example

Avoid: “Two hundred two patients underwent RFA for primary HCC
between 2001 and 2017 at Hokkaido University Hospital. One hundred sixty
patients were within BCLC stage 0 or A...”

Better: “A total of 202 patients underwent RFA for primary HCC between
2001 and 2017 at Hokkaido University Hospital, 160 of whom were
diagnosed with BCLC stage 0 or A...”



