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This is an excellent and thorough review on the use of alphapump in treatment for
refractory ascites. The authors described clearing the working principles, indications,
technical aspects and complications for the device in terms of scientific and language
quality. However, as it is a proprietary device, the authors must make sure there is no

conflict of interests to the commercial company selling the device.
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I thank the editor and the authors to have the chance to review this material.
Weil-Verhoeven et al refer in their work entitled, The alfapump® implantable device in
the management of refractory ascites: an update, to an innovative device to threat
refractory ascites. Even very interesting this device, the writing manner is, overall, in my
opinion, to commercial. There are some issues that should be address: 1. Please
provide after introduction, your Data collection strategy: how and where did you look
for your documentation? How many articles did you use for your material? 2. Please
specify (also in this chapter) the number of the articles by type: case reports, reviews,
original articles etc. 3. Please provide a flow-chart with the articles found and articles
included in you work? 4. Please consider to mention the reasons for excluding some
papers from you review (exclusion criteria for adequate documentation) 5. Please
provide consistent data from the literature with regard to the subchapter Implantation
procedure, use and follow-up of the alfapump®. Are there any recommendation of the
manufacturer? 6. By enabling an improvement in nutritional status and a return to
physical activity, the alfapump® device could limit sarcopenia and frailty- over said-
please reconsider the sentence 7. Please state if there are any studies concerning the
evaluation of the quality of life in these patients, because, so far, its should be its only
benefit. 8. Financial issues regarding this device vs standard of care from the light of
very few to no benefits reduces very much the clinical impact of this material. Please
consider to state the final conclusions focusing on this aspect. I hope it helps. Best

Regards, Sebastian
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This is a very interesting article
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I thank the editor and authors for re-reviewing this manuscript. Since the manuscript is

now substantialy improved, I would recommend the article for publication
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