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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The primary aim of this letter to the Editor is the describe the utility of rifampicin in
potentially serving as a treatment for COVID. Therefore, going into the detail regarding
the available evidence of this efficacy (of rifampicin in treating COVID) should have
been the utmost priority. However, the manuscript has gone into very little detail for
this, and is a clear weak point of the article. For the manuscript to be publishable,
considering the overall purpose of this letter, the authors need to revise the manuscript
greatly to include a lot more detail about the potential efficacy of rifampicin based on
prior studies. Looking for additional studies, aside from the review that the paper is
focusing on, will make this letter stronger. The authors also go into a lot of detail
about other drugs such as chloroquine and corticosteroids - it is hard to see the purpose
of this in this letter, and how it contributes to the central points. Making this section
more concise, and more to the point about positives and negatives of rifampicin as
potential COVID treatment, is necessary. There are numerous grammatical issues.

Extensive proofreading is recommended.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The letter to editor covers an interesting topic for role of rifampicin in COVID-19. The
original article by Panayiotakopoulos et al published in 2021 is based on in-silico
studies from 2020 and 2021 with no further support from lab or clinical trials thereafter.
So, it will be interesting to know if there is any further development on this subject in the
last 1 year. Furthermore, you have mentioned about interaction of rifampicin with
Favipiravir which is not a drug utilized widely for COVID-19 and is not FDA approved
yet. Is there any information about interaction with more commonly used drug like
Remdesivir? How about interaction with DOACs like apixaban which is metabolized via

CYP 3A4 pathway as well.



