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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript "Use of shear-wave elastography for the diagnosis and follow-up of 

biliary atresia: a meta-analysis" by Wagner et al. presents the results of two 

meta-analyses of elastography in two serious situations during biliary atresia 

management. The paper is, in general, well written, but there are some issues regarding 

this study.  The authors intended to analyze the SWE role in biliary atresia management, 

but the papers included in the analysis mentioned the use of different methods. In this 

way, the results are not fully comparable. Also, the age of the patients is very different, 

and the moment of the analysis may significantly influence the results as fibrosis has a 

quick evolution in biliary atresia. The diagnosis reference is also different as some used 

the biopsy and others the surgical exploration and cholangiogram. Still, their conclusions 

may be necessary for future developments and research in this field. Some of these 

aspects may be explained more in detail in the Discussions. The limitations of the study 

may be explained more in-depth.  It will be essential to mention that the elastography 

may not reflect the fibrosis level correctly but the severity of cholestasis, as presented in 

many previous studies.  Also, I would include the ultrasound findings as an early step 

in diagnosing biliary atresia.  I consider that the Discussion section should include 

more discussions of the results. 
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Good analysis. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

I have reviewed the meta-analysis titled: "Use of Shear Wave Elastography for the 

Diagnosis and Follow-up of Biliary Atresia: A Meta-Analysis" with great interest. I think 

it is a very good work, analyzing various studies on a important subject, using a 

non-invasive technique to diagnose and follow up biliary atresia cases. These diagnostic 

modalities will in the future replace more invasive techniques. I admire the clarity of the 

limitations. 

 


