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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

1.This article analyzed the role of VCAN in HCC related with HBV and thought that 

high VCAN could be a possible biomarker of the poor prognosis of HCC, and its’ role of 

immunomodulatory mechanism in HCC deserves attention. This new hypothesis has 

certain clinical practice guidance.  2.If the references and hypothesis are further 

validated by expanding the number of cases, liver tissue specimens, and relevant 

oncology and immunological indicators, the quality of the study will be further 

improved. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Authors have evaluated the expression and clinical significance of VCAN in relation to 

HBV related cirrhosis in comparison to HCC. I have certain issues.  1. The authors have 

included only HBV related cirrhosis and HCC. On the other hand, the title of the article 

reflects its generalizability for HCC. In my opinion, Title should include HBV as etiology 

of HCC.   2. The study has been conducted in China, wider evaluation of VCAN 

expression is essential in other geographical regions including diverse ethnic population. 

 


