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Liver disease incidence and hence demand on hepatology services is increasing.This
study proposed a methodology for a national liver registry populated by routinely
coded hospital and death certificate liver disease diagnoses, and have found that the
incidence of liver disease has increased 3.6-fold between 1999 and 2019. The study was
to develop novel insights into the changing aetiology and progression of liver disease,

hence providing an analytic pipeline that will allow assessment of public health

interventions, define clinical service requirements and aid redesign. good work !
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This study aims to describe the incidence and natural history of liver diseases in Wales,
which can inform the provision of hepatology services. The focus is on presenting all
etiologies and stages of chronic liver disease. In addition, the authors intend to present a
novel methodology for developing a national registry. The epidemiological aspects
of the manuscript need improvement. The authors present the number of cases over the
years, but the population (estimates) are not provided. Incidence rates are needed
(number of new cases / estimated population) - not just the number of new cases per
year. This is a shortcoming of the manuscript. It will be hard to review this paper
critically until this adjustment is made. However, the graph with the percent distribution
of the different diagnoses of liver disease is well done. In addition, a clear explanation

of the novel system is missing. For example, how is it novel/different from what is
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currently being done in Wales and in other parts of the UK/world?  Specific
suggestions: Please use hyphens consistently (ICD-10) and make word plural in
Abbreviations (Diseases); capitalize Office of National Statistics; alcohol-related,
liver-related (with a hyphen) The authors refer to 20 years of data, but 1999-2019 is
equivalent to 21 years.  Figure 1 needs to be revised so that the different diagnoses are
on the same level. Currently, they are vertical, which is misleading. Cut back on the

number of tables and figures. Please shorten the manuscript - it is too long.



