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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
1. Conventional therapy is recommended for patients with mild-to-moderate UC, so, 

authors should conduct a stratified analysis basing on different severities. 2. Authors 

should elucidate the reasons for UC flares, like poor compliance with prescribed 

medicine? 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The author studied the materials related to the routine treatment of ulcerative colitis in 

Brazil in the past decade. With a large sample size, it systematically describes the general 

information and treatment prognosis of patients with ulcerative colitis in Brazil, which 

has certain guiding significance for clinical practice. It involves not only medical content, 

but also health economics and medical law. The research belongs to retrospective 

research, which is generally innovative and readable. It is suggested to appropriately 

reduce the length of the research, simplify some health economics and legal content 

involving medical disputes, because the medical policies of different countries are 

different. To increase readability. It is suggested to review after modification. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This study is a descriptive, observational, retrospective study of secondary data collected 

between 2011 and 2020 using the DATASUS to characterize ICs in patients with UC. The 

sample size of this study is huge, including all cases in the Brazilian public health system 

that met the included criteria for inclusion. The result will help us to understand the 

clinical progression of ulcerative colitis in Brazil. However, there were three major 

problems in this study.  Firstly, this study is descriptive and lack of analysis, which will 

greatly reduce the clinical significance. It would be better if this study can conduct case 

control or cohort study, comparing the effects of different conventional drugs on ICs.   

Secondly, the definition of IC is not reasonable. The three IC proxies cannot replace all 

kinds of complications, which will increase the possibility of bias or error.   Thirdly, 

five traditional drugs have been used for patients with ulcerative colitis in the study. 

Only the total time that a patient was given these conventional medicines was concerned 

in the study. It would be better if the authors could obtain the time one patient was 

given a certain traditional drug alone and analyze distribution of intestinal 

complications under different drugs and different treatment times. 


