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The study assesses a current, timely topic in HCC. We recommend some changes: - We
believe this article is suitable for publication in the journal although major revisions are
needed. The main strengths of this paper are that it addresses an interesting and very
timely question and provides a clear answer, with some limitations. Certainly, the study
is limited to an Asian population, and authors should further express this point. - The
background of the changing scenario of medical treatment in HCC should be better
discussed, and some recent papers regarding this topic should be included ( PMID:
32684988; PMID: 36368251, PMID: 34431725 ; PMID: 34976841 ; ). Major changes are

necessary.
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Tai et al. analysed the patients enrolled between 2011 and 2018 who received an acoustic
radiation force impulse (ARFI) study. Their results showed that the HBV group showed
a higher HCC but lower comorbidity that made mortality similar among groups. Those
ARFI grade as severe fibrosis or cirrhosis should receive regular surveillance. Basically,
this article is interesting and well organized. 1, The author analysed the patients mainly
enrolled from 2011 to 2018. However, whether the statistics of patients enrolled in recent
years (i.e. 2020-2022) existed? I think it would be more solid. 2, Regarding the cancer
registration data link and mortality data link, the authors linked these database up to

2020. Why not link these database with more recent data?
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