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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This is an excellent summary of our current understanding on the mechanisms of tumor 

budding and its role in the prognostic and predictive diagnostics of gastric cancer.  Just 

some minor comments:  1. Page 7: It is not indicated what CSC stands for. Please make 

sure that the first time an abbreviation appears in the text, the full term is also displayed.  

2. Page 12: "In addition, in those low TB activity and high inflammation regions, cancer 

cells exhibited high microsatellite instability (MSI) [13]." In reference 13, the MSI status 

of the tumor cells of the invasion front was not assessed separately, only the MSI status 

of the whole tumor. The MSI status of the invasion front cells is otherwise typically not 

different from the MSI status of the rest of the tumor. Please, change this sentence 

accordingly. For example: "MSI high (MSI-H) tumors are often characterized by a 

pushing border type invasion front, no or low TB and a strong peritumoral 

inflammatory infiltrate [13]."  3. Page 19: "In early GC, modified TB was more 

predictive of lymph node involvement than conventional TB, while SRC-matched TB 

showed a greater tendency toward groups without lymph node metastasis [32]. " The 

second part of the sentence is difficult to understand. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
Dear Editor,        It is a pleasure to be invited to review this manuscript. Although 

the authors write with the expectation of improving the prognosis of GC patients 

through TB prediction, both in terms of preoperative pathology, preoperative, 

postoperative treatment, etc., although it has been successful in colorectal cancer. 

However, I found the manuscript to be of average writing quality, with limited 

significance of the findings cited in the text, less guidance on the current realization of 

clinical significance, and the English language could be improved. I therefore consider 

that the manuscript cannot be published. Thank you for your invitation! Best regards 

Yours sincerely. 
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