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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In the manuscript, the authors reported a study that showed that the overexpression 

expression of EIF4EBP1 was associated with lymph node metastasis, endocrine therapy 

status and metastasis stage in breast cancer patients. In addition, the authors found that 

EIF4EBP1 knockdown could reverse tamoxifen resistance, whereas overexpression of 

EIF4EBP1 increased tamoxifen resistance in breast cancer cells. Despite the present study 

is preliminary, it may give some important information about the relationship between 

the overexpression of EIF4EBP1 and poor prognosis and metastasis in breast cancer 

patients. The new information may support that EIF4EBP1 could be a diagnosis and 

therapeutic target. The manuscript could be further improved before it could be 

recommended for publication. Some points are listed as follows: 1. Please add line 

numbers and page numbers in the manuscript. It helps reading and comment. 2. Many 

typos or grammatical errors found, such as Page 1: “cells. Which”, “Key Words”, Page 2: 

CO2, Page 5: “samples was”, Page 11: “were redcued”, Page 12: “the expression of 

EIF4EBP1 were upregulated”  … …etc. 3. Fig. 1: The content in the picture is too small 

read. The resolution is too low. 4. Fig. 2: It is unclear breast cancer tissues coming from 
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which group of patients or what sort of patients. 5. Fig. 3: (B), What is the title of x-axis? 

Concentration? (C), what is/are the treat conditions for the cells?  6. Fig. 4: (C), what 

is/are the treat conditions for the cells? 7. In section 3.4, the authors studied the effect of 

overexpression of EIF4EBP1 in tamoxifen-resistant T47D-R cells. It is unclear why the 

authors did not examine the patient breast cancers that overexpressed EIF4EBP1. 
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I think this paper results do not show any link to autophagy research, specifically the 

studied protein EIF4EBP1. The figures are poor specifically figure one How do you 

consider this protein as autophagy-related? 
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1. Are there controversies in this field? What are the most recent and important 

achievements in the field? In my opinion, answers to these questions should be 

emphasized. Perhaps, in some cases, novelty of the recent achievements should be 

highlighted by indicating the year of publication in the text of the manuscript.  2. The 

results and discussion section is very weak and no emphasis is given on the discussion 

of the results like why certain effects are coming in to existence and what could be the 

possible reason behind them?  3. Conclusion: not properly written.  4. Results and 

conclusion: The section devoted to the explanation of the results suffers from the same 

problems revealed so far. Your storyline in the results section (and conclusion) is hard to 

follow. Moreover, the conclusions reached are really far from what one can infer from 

the empirical results.  5. The discussion should be rather organized around arguments 

avoiding simply describing details without providing much meaning. A real discussion 
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authors need to improve their writing style. In addition, the whole manuscript needs to 

be checked by native English speakers. 
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