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Dear Dr Seth 
 
Thank you for your correspondence dated 17 August 2009 addressing comments made 
to you by the Committee.  After considering the additional information relating to this 
protocol, it was the Committee’s opinion that there were no ethical objections to the 
project, and therefore recommends approval to proceed. 
 
The approval of this project is conditional upon you adhering to the conditions outlined 
on Pages 2/3 of this approval, continuing compliance with the Animal Research Act 
(1985 – Animal Research Regulation 2005) and the Australian Code of Practice for the 
Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes (7th Edition 2004).  Please sign and 
return the Acknowledgement of Approval (Page 4). 
 
The project is approved for an initial period of 12 months with approval for up to three (3) 
years following receipt of the appropriate report (refer to Clauses 2.2.37 and 2.2.38 
“Reporting of projects”, of the Australian Code of Practice).  Failure to submit reports will 
result in withdrawal of the project.  Your report will be due on 31 August 2010. 
 
Details of the approval are as follows: 
 
Title:  Role of Opn in alcohol induced liver injury 
 
Approval Number: K75/8-2009/3/4978 
 
Approval Period: August 2009 to August 2010 
 
Authorised Personnel: Dr Devanshi Seth 

Associate Professor Mark Gorrell 
Dr Maria Wynne 
Mrs Margaret Gall 
Ms Marisa Mourelle 

http://www.usyd.edu.au/ethics/animal
mailto:ajammit@pharm.usyd.edu.au
mailto:rtodd@usyd.edu.au
mailto:devanshi.seth@email.cs.nsw.gov.au
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Species/Strain Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 TOTAL 

Mice – Opn gko in C57BL/6 background 
[males and females, 0-52 weeks old] 

    

Experiment 1 “To characterize the effect of single 
dose of alcohol in wt and Opn-/- mice in the 
presence/absence of exogenous Opn” 

Wild-type 
Opn-/- 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

192 
192 

Experiment 2 “To characterize the effect of multiple 
doses of alcohol in wt and Opn-/- mice in the 
presence/absence of exogenous Opn” 
Wild-type 
Opn-/- 

    
 
 

192 
192 

TOTAL WT MICE 
[Repeated 3 x with n=4 animals per group per 

experiment (12 females and 12 males per group)] 
   384 

TOTAL OPN-/- MICE 
[Repeated 3 x with n=4 animals per group per 

experiment (12 females and 12 males per group)] 
   384 

TOTAL MICE    768 

 
Animal House/Location  
where Animals will be held: Centenary Institute Animal House 

 
Conditions of Approval Applicable to All Projects 
 
(1) The Animal Ethics Committee (AEC) reviews and approves protocols for their 

compliance with the NSW Animal Research Act (and its associated Regulations) 
and the 2004 NHMRC Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals 
for Scientific Purposes.  All personnel named on the protocol should be conversant 
with these documents. 

 
 
(2) The approval is in accordance with your original submission together with any 

additional information provided as part of the approval process.  Under NO 
circumstances may you or your Co-investigators depart from the approved protocol 
without the prior consent of the Committee. 

 
 
(3) Any changes to the protocol must be approved by the AEC before continuation of 

the experiment (Refer to website http://www.usyd.edu.au/ethics/animal under 
‘Downloads’ for a Modification Form).  This includes notifying the AEC of any 
changes to named personnel, source of animals, animal numbers, location of 
animals and changed to experimental procedures.  The AEC approval number 
must be quoted when ordering animals from Laboratory Animal Services. 

 
 
(4) The procedures outlined in the protocol (including disposal of animals) must be 

strictly adhered to. 
 
 

http://www.usyd.edu.au/ethics/animal
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(5) All cages/pens/tanks/paddocks used for holding animals must be clearly labelled 
with the Chief Investigator’s Name, Approval Number, Title of Project, Short 
Description of the Project, Cage/Pen/Tank Number.  Where electronic breeding 
records are kept instead of records on cage cards it is essential that printed copies 
of the records are placed in the relevant folder in the animals house, where they 
can be inspected by the AEC.  These records must be updated regularly as 
breeding and husbandry events occur and current copies must be maintained in 
the animal house. 

 
 
(6) A copy of this approval letter must be supplied to the Animal House to be displayed 

where your animals are held. 
 
 
(7) If your protocol requires records of daily observations, these forms must be readily 

accessible in the Animal Holding Room (Animal House) at all times. 
 
 
(8) In the event of an unforeseen adverse incident (eg unexpected deaths), the 

Australian Code of Practice (refer to Clauses 2.2.28 and 3.1.12) requires that 
researchers promptly notify the AEC.  Please refer to the website 
http://www.usyd.edu.au/ethics/animal under ‘Downloads’ for the form to complete 
“REPORT OF ADVERSE OR UNEXPECTED EVENTS DURING THE CONDUCT OF AN 
APPROVED PROJECT”. 

 
 
(9) In the event an animal dies unexpectedly, or is euthanased due to unforeseen 

complications, an autopsy should be performed by a person with appropriate 
qualifications and/or experience and the AEC should be notified promptly. 

 
 
(10) Researchers should advise Animal House Staff if procedures are likely to result in 

overt clinical/behavioural abnormalities. 
 
 
(11) All animals must be provided with environment enrichment appropriate for their 

species. 
 
 
(12) Animals should not be housed singly unless approved by the AEC. 
 
 
(13) Animals must not be euthanased within sight or sound of other animals (refer to 

Clause 3.3.20, of the Australian Code of Practice). 
 
 
(14)The AEC will make regular routine inspections of the animals held by you. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Associate Professor Alaina Ammit 
Chair 
Animal Ethics Committee 
 

http://www.usyd.edu.au/ethics/animal
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Please complete and return to the Ethics Office, Level 6, Jane Foss Russell 
Building – G02, The University of Sydney 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF APPROVAL 
Role of Opn in alcohol induced liver injury 

K75/8-2009/3/4978 
 
I __DEVANSHI SETH________________ agree/acknowledge the following: 
  PRINT NAME 
 
Please tick: 
 
√ All Conditions of Approval that are set in the approval letter dated 25 

August 2009. 
 
 
√ Personnel associated with the protocol.  If training is required for any 

students (PhD, Masters, Honours) the Committee must be notified of their 
competency to do the tasks. 

 
 
√ The total number of animals that have been stated in the approval 

letter dated 25 August 2009. 
 

 
 _____________________________  25.8.09 _________________  
SIGNATURE  DATE 
 
 














