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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In this retrospective study, authors have evaluated and constructed a skeletal muscles
index-based model predicting progression in cirrhotic patients after TIPS implantation in
a sex-dependent manner. Overall study quality is reasonable, however, there are certain
concerns which need to be addressed. -It seems that only selected variables were used
in the regression analysis. Many important variables, including serum bilirubin, INR,
age, BMI, etc, did not appear to have been taken into account, leaving the risk of
significant bias. =~ -It may be inappropriate to include post-TIPS complications (such
ACLF and HE) in a model used to predict the prognosis of patients who have had TIPS
implanted. As clinically relevant factors, only pre-TIPS parameters should be used.

-What was the basis of sample size selection? It would be better to have a flow diagram
showing how eligibility was decided and reasons for exclusion at different stages. -In
the abstract, some non-standard abbreviation (SMI, FIPS, etc) have been used which
need to be expanded -How BMI was calculated in cirrhosis patients with ascites?

-What is the relevance of figure 2 in the current study?
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The Authors present the results of a well conducted study investigating the construction

of a nutrition-based model to predict progression in cirrhotic patients after TIPS

implantation in a sex-dependent manner.

The results may have some relevance in the

scientific debate of the field and the paper is well presented. Some minor comments: - in

the abstract, please spell out SMI - general proof-reading is required - please improve

quality of artwork
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