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We thank the reviewers for their thoughtful criticisms, which have tremendously helped us in 
revising and improving the manuscript. 
 
The manuscript has been substantially revised in light of reviewer’s comments. We have addressed 
each and every point raised by the reviewers by revising the manuscript as detailed in response to 
reviewer’s comments below and used yellow track changes to indicate these changes. 
 
Reviewer 1: 

a) A synergistic effect between high glucose and Ang II has been stated in page in pages 17 
and 18 (yellow lines). 

b) ACE2 and Angiotensin (1-7) have been mentioned in the DR section (please see the yellow 
paragraph in page 19).  

c) The format of references has been corrected. Thank you so much for letting us know about 
the reference’s mistake. 

 
Reviewer 2: 

a) Figures 1 to 3 were not drawn by us. The references have been added to the Figure 
Legends section. 

b) Figures 4 to 7 were prepared and published previously by us previously. References have 
been added. 

c) Page layout and type font have been revised.  
 
Reviewer 3: 

a) Summary of abbreviations has been added.  
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