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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Very interesting study, though the conclusion ("as an interesting and unique biomarker,

as well as a target for therapeutic intervention.") might be controversial in terms of

clinical implications. To be able to judge on the diagnostic value, there would be need to

provide sensitivity and specificity rates. Moreover to argue on the therapeutic value of

your finding, there is need for a trial. Moreover, to find potential associations of De

alterations, I would have done much more extensive study of different markers

including inflammatory markers ESR, ferritin, plasma viscosity, different cytokines

especially IL6 & 1 & 2 & 8, TNFR1, procalcitonin, haptoglobin, and serum electrolytes,

immunoglobulin levels and so on.




