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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

By combining the analysis of RNAseq data available in the public databases and the 

translational research performed in house, the group demonstrates relationship between 

the expression of autophagy-related genes CDK9, ABCG2, and BECN1 and the clinical 

features and prognosis of colorectal cancer. The data showed that the high expression of 

CDK9 indicated a poor prognosis in colorectal cancer and possibly the combination of 

CDK9 inhibitors and autophagy inhibitors could be explored further to enhance the 

sensitivity of the tumor cells sensitivity to chemotherapy. Overall, the manuscript is well 

structured and concise, the research is original, and methods are appropriate.  
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The topic of this manuscript is interesting, but there are major defects in results: 1- The 

figures showing TEM and IHC of autophagy are poor Please provide high quality TEM 

figures showing clearly the autophagosomes and autolysosomes 2- For IHC, provide 

better figures with higher magnification showing the expression of studied proteins 3- 

What is role of ABCG2 in autophagy? 4- Provide a brief discription for the method of 

TEM and IHC in material and methods section  

 


