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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This manuscript demonstrates the usefulness of Syndecan-2 DNA methylation in stool in
screening test for colorectal cancer. Syndecan-2 DNA methylation has already been
kitted out as a diagnostic method and its usefulness has been reported. The present
study demonstrates that the negative predictive value (NPV) is extremely high not only
for colorectal cancer but also for polyps, which can be regarded as pre-cancerous lesions,
using a large number of cases. The authors should clarify following issue before
publication. 1. If the cost of the test is not taken into account, it seems to be a very
efficient test method, but there is no comparison with the commonly performed fecal
occult blood test. The authors should investigate comparative study in this cohort
between Syndecan-2 DNA methylation test and fecal occult blood test with ROC
analysis . 2. It would also add to the scientific value of this paper to clarify whether
Syndecan-2 DNA methylation is found in cancerous areas or polyp tissue, or whether it
is also found in normal colorectal tissue surrounding the cancer. Even in a limited

number of cases, the authors should consider these analyses for the acceptance of the

paper.




