December 11, 2012

Dear Jian-Xia Cheng,

Please find enclosed the edited manuscript in Word format (file name: 921-review).

We are truly indebted to you for the opportunity to revise our manuscript. This was done according to the reviewers' comments and suggestions, thus enhancing we believe the overall quality of our paper.
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Specifically, the following points were addressed:

Reviewer 00742311: We very much appreciate the reviewer's complimentary comments. Thank you.
Reviewer 00053868: The reference in the abstract to "lower mean portal vein pressure" has been eliminated as suggested. Also, as suggested, the significance of the comparison of steatosis between groups is now clearly stated. We do, however, believe that, with regard to melatonin's impact on steatosis, a comparison between all animals on melatonin versus those not on melatonin, provides a more robust statistical validation of the effect of melatonin, and it is included in the results.
Reviewer 01370723: Wistar being a proper name is now capitalized in the abstract. We have corrected the fact that melatonin is formed in all and not most mammals, and this correction is supported by a more recent reference to a paper by Stehle JH et al. (Ref 5 in our manuscript). Reference 6 has indeed been changed to Galano A et al. This reviewer's complimentary comments are also greatly appreciated.
References and typesetting were corrected

Again, thank you so much, and we very much hope that the revised manuscript will now be acceptable for publication in the World Journal of Hepatology.
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