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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors examined pharyngeal swab taken from Australian pilgrims using NAT or bacterial 

culture to know pharyngeal acquisition of pathogenic bacteria during or after Hajj and showed 

relatively high carriage of St pneumonia and little meningococcal carriage.   1. As the authors also 

mentioned, the authors used different methods for detecting bacteria between during and after Hajj. 

Two data cannot be compared directly. 2. In the discussion, the authors compared their own data to 

those of previous reports. Was the same method used for detecting bacteria in these reports?  3. Why 

was Staphylococcus aureus frequently detected Australian pilgrims after Hajj?  4. The style of some 

references is not appropriate for this journal. Page numbers should be described completely.   For 

example: No. 2 “Curr Opin Pulm Med. 2013; 19:192-7.” Should be changed to “ Curr Opin Pulm Med. 

2013; 19:192-197.”
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

It is an interesting surveillance study for carriage of pathogenic bacteria, the first one among Hajj 

pilgrims. Few comments: 1.Page 9, results: Please explain the discordance in the number of 

participants between first and second phase (183 vs 93). 2. Page 9-10, results: Please provide, if 

available, the sensitivity to antibiotics for all pathogenic bacteria isolated. 3. Page 9-10, results: Please 

provide possible explanations for the lower isolation rate of Streptococcus pneumoniae in the second 

group. 4. Page 9-10, results: Please provide possible explanations regarging the fact that all 

Staphylococcus Aureus isolated strains are methicillin-sensitive.  5. Page 9-10, results:Please define if 

the there is any correlation between age,sex or any other individual characteristic and carriage status 

for any pathogenic bacteria.  6. Page 10, lines 11-12, "Sixteen (17.2%) participants had taken 

antibiotics during Hajj; either amoxicillin, amoxicillin/clavulanic acid and/or roxithromyin". Please 

define how many of them have received antibiotics before sample taken. Please correlate antibiotic 

reception with carriage status.   
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

1. Put at the foot of the tables the meaning of the acronyms used. 2. Mention as limitations of the 

study, the few strains studied and the lack of serotyping. 
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