
AASLD/AASLD Foundation Past Awardees (1997-2018) 
  

Pinnacle Research Award in Liver Disease 
Year Recipient Project Title 

 
2018 Russell Goodman, MD, DPhil a-Hydroxybutyrate Links Hepatic Insulin Resistance and Steatosis to 

the Hepatic NADH/NAD+ Ratio 
 

2018 Cristina Llorente, PhD Intestinal stem-cell proliferation and differentiation in alcoholic liver 
disease 
 

2018 Mitchell R. McGill, PhD Phosphatidic acid in liver regeneration after acetaminophen 
hepatotoxicity 
 

2017 Jian Chen, MD, PhD Deregulated PRAJA1-TGF-ß Signaling in Liver Cancer Stem Cells 
 

2017 Xiaodong Ge, MD, PhD Pathogenic role of hepatocyte-derived high-mobility group box-1 
isoforms as potential therapeutic targets to prevent and/or resolve 
liver fibrosis 
 

2017 Chiung-kuei Huang, PhD A 2-oxoglutarate-dependent enzyme, aspartate beta-hydroxylase in 
cholangiocarcinoma progression 
 

2017 Nidhi Sahni, PhD Role of altered enhancer-mediated signaling in liver carcinogenesis 
 

2017 Weici Zhang, PhD Repertoire Analysis of Human AMA in Primary Biliary Cholangitis 
 

2017 Zhenyu Zhong, PhD Mitochondrial Control of Alcohol-induced Liver Inflammation and 
Disease 
 

2016 Irina Tikhanovich, PhD, MSc The role of Protein Arginine Methyltransferase 1 in Innate Immunity 
 

2016 Ricard Masia, MD, PhD Role of altered cytosolic NADH/NAD+ ratio and SIRT1 signaling in 
fatty liver disease 
 

2016 Nataliya Razumilava, MD Hedgehog Signaling Facilitates Metaplastic Transformation of the 
Biliary Tract 
 

2016 Hayley Nicholls, PhD Leveraging Gut Microbial Adaptation to Thermal and Nutritional-
Stress in the Management of Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease 

2015 Zongdi Feng, PhD Mechanism of Immune Control of Hepatitis E Virus Infection 
 

2015 Amaia Lujambio, PhD RNAi screen for combination therapy discovery in liver cancer 
 

2015 Yan Wang, PhD A new drug for antitrypsin deficiency from computational 
pharmacological screening 
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