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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The topic of study is very relevant and concerns a little-studied cytokine IL-34 and its 

role in experimental (ulcerative) colitis and colitis-associated cancer (CAC). The authors 

showed that IL-34 does not drive the inflammatory response, but protects from 

inflammatory injury and reduces the risk of CAC. The authors competently conducted 

the study, illustrated it well, and referred to relevant sources (without self-citation). 

However, it is highly recommended to include in the discussion new evidence that IL-34 

is critical for the suppressive function of CD4+ Tregs, and its deficiency leads to 

increased susceptibility to autoimmunity (Freuchet A, ... Guillonneau C, 2022). This will 

make the authors' conclusions even more convincing. In addition, a list of references 

should be arranged in accordance with the requirements of the WJG. The manuscript can 

be recommended for publication after a minor revision. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Dear Editor, Thanks to the authors for this experimental study. In the study, the authors 

investigated the function of IL-34 in acute colitis, in a wound healing model and in 

colitis-associated cancer in IL-34-deficient mice. The manuscript adequately describes 

the background, present status and significance of the study. The manuscript interprets 

the findings adequately and appropriately, highlighting the key points concisely, clearly. 

Also, the latest and important references are cited in the manuscript. Introduction part of 

the manuscript is too long, it should be shortened. The authors stated that ''All animal 

experiments were approved by the Institutional Ethics Committee of Nantong 

University'', but there is no date/number ? please add the date of Ethical approval? 

 


