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October 19, 2016
Dear Lian-Sheng Ma,

Please find enclosed our review titled “Review article: Thiopurines and inflammatory bowel disease— Current evidence and a historical perspective”, by Axelrad and colleagues. 

As you know, Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) centers across the globe are providing state of the art medical and surgical treatment for patients. With advent of highly efficacious and novel drugs, there has been an explosion of new knowledge on how to keep our patients in remission without compromising safety. Despite these therapeutic advances, thiopurines remain a fundamental treatment option in the management of IBD. 

To critically review this area, undertaken after the passing of Dr. Daniel Present, we have summarized historical and current evidence-based literature, in addition to the clinical experience, in the use of thiopurines in IBD. Unique to this review is a clinical experience overview by Dr. Burton Korelitz, incorporating documented conversations with Dr. Present on the use of thiopurines in IBD after nearly 50 years of experience with the drug in the field. 

We hope that you find this special review suitable for the broad readership of World Journal of Gastroenterology. I hope you share our enthusiasm. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions.

Sincerely, 

Simon Lichtiger, MD


[image: image1.png][image: image2.emf]







