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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a well-written manuscript about an important and insightful topic.
Understanding the metabolic characteristics of pediatric patients with IBD compared to
control is a key factor in diagnosis. The authors stuck to their specific hypothesis and
eloquently presented their material. This opens the door for future trials looking at
predictive modeling utilizing metabolomics and modifying various therapies to target

patients with specific metabolic characteristics.
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The excellent study gives a very good data set reflecting metabonomics in IBD children.
Comments 1. The study could improve by additional data describing the microbiome in

the cohort; is there any data set available?
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript “Targeted mass spectrometry based metabonomics of urine reveals
novel host-gut microbial metabolic interactions in healthy and IBD children” compared
the profile of some metabolites in urine of IBD patients and controls. The article is
complex and it is difficult to follow and see the practical interest of the study. The
patients are in remission and therefore the difference between patients and controls is
not due to the activity of the disease. Comments: - Title is long - Methodology is very
detailed (8 pages): it must be simplified - In results there is many paragraph that
should be in chapter “materials and methods” - The number of subjects is little and use
CD and UC in the same group is disturbing - The IBD patients in this study are in
remission. It will be useful to compare the metabolomics of urine in IBD patient in
remission and in active diseases
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