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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting manuscript about the effect of metformin on activated HSCs and
the possible signaling pathways. In this manuscript, the fibrotic mouse model was
induced by intraperitoneal injection with CCl4 and treated with or without metformin.
The level of fibrosis was detected by Hematoxylin-Eosin stain and Sirus-Red stain.
Expression of a-SMA, Fibronectin and VEGF was measured by immunohistochemistry.
The authors found that the mice developed obvious liver fibrosis after intraperitoneal
injection with CCl4 for 6 weeks. Metformin decreased the activation of HSCs, reduced
the deposition of ECM and inhibited angiogenesis in CCl4 treated mice. Metformin
inhibited the activation of HSCs in a in a dose-dependent manner. They conclude that
the metformin attenuates the fibrogenic response of HSCs in vivo and in vitro, so it can
be used in the treatment of chronic liver diseases. Over all, this study is well designed
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and the results are interesting. However, the manuscript need an editing of the English.
After this, it can be accepted for publication.
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