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Project details

Objective

The Mutanome Engineered RNA Immuno-Therapy (MERIT) project aims to clinically translate and industrially validate a
pioneering RNA-based immunotherapy approach to target the individual tumour antigen signature. MERIT focuses on previous
inventions, fits into the overall business and innovation needs of the partners, and addresses triple-negative breast cancer
patients with high medical need. The MERIT concept, including patents and potential products, was developed using EU FP6
funding. The innovative therapeutics will pave the way for generation of scientific knowledge and technologies and will
stimulate the development of new products, tools, patents, and innovative marketable applications.
The concept behind MERIT is to implement a highly innovative Next-Generation-Immunotherapy drug platform enabling Next–
Generation-Sequencing-guided stratified medicine and clinical-grade individualized RNA vaccines. Every patient’s tumour
expresses many shared tumour-specific antigens and bears a highly individual molecular “signature” comprising 10’s to 100’s
of non-synonymous mutations, many of which are immunogenic. We will use clinical-grade RNA to produce a) a warehouse of
therapeutic vaccines targeting shared antigens and b) custom therapeutic vaccines targeting patient-specific mutations. Upon
success, partner BioNTech will move the therapeutics to advanced clinical trials and commercial applications for the benefit of
triple negative breast cancer patients and other solid tumours.

Related information

Result In Brief

Report Summaries

Total cost:

EUR 7 794 995,47

EU contribution:

EUR 5 964 250

Coordinated in:

Germany
 

Topic(s):

HEALTH.2013.0-1 - Boosting the translation of health research projects' results
into innovative applications for health 

Call for proposal:

FP7-HEALTH-2013-INNOVATION-2 See other projects for this call

Funding scheme:

CP-FP - Small or medium-scale focused research project

RNA-based personalised breast cancer vaccines

Periodic Report Summary 1 - MERIT (Mutanome Engineered RNA Immuno-
Therapy)
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https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/rcn/852_en.html
http://merit-consortium.eu
https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/rcn/18552_en.html
https://cordis.europa.eu/search/result_en?q=contenttype='project' AND /project/relations/associations/relatedCall/call/identifier='FP7-HEALTH-2013-INNOVATION-2'
https://cordis.europa.eu/result/rcn/170110_en.html
https://cordis.europa.eu/result/rcn/164122_en.html


EU contribution: EUR 4 456 750

EU contribution: EUR 453 750

EU contribution: EUR 401 250

EU contribution: EUR 315 000

Coordinator

HOLDERLINSTRASSE 8
55131 Mainz
Germany

Activity type: Private for-profit entities (excluding Higher or Secondary Education Establishments)

Administrative contact: Ugur Sahin
Tel.: +49 613157627014
Fax: +49 613157627028
E-mail

Participants

Rue Camille Desmoulins 39
94805 VILLEJUIF
France

Activity type: Research Organisations

Administrative contact: Arnauld Forest
Tel.: +33142116604
Fax: +33 142116160
E-mail

PLEINLAAN 2
1050 BRUSSEL
Belgium

Activity type: Higher or Secondary Education Establishments

Administrative contact: Nik Claesen
Tel.: +3226292210
Fax: +3226293640
E-mail

RAMISTRASSE 71
8006 ZURICH
Switzerland

Activity type: Higher or Secondary Education Establishments

Administrative contact: Steve Pascolo
Tel.: +41 44 63 42877
Fax: +4144 63 42872
E-mail

BIONTECH AG Germany

INSTITUT GUSTAVE ROUSSY France

VRIJE UNIVERSITEIT BRUSSEL Belgium

UNIVERSITAT ZURICH Switzerland
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https://cordis.europa.eu/mailanon/form_en?address=4olzcje8xN6_XN1WYftnkkvcLy1DIE0Qv2iyam3IJCM%2C&name=Prof.+Ugur+Sahin
https://cordis.europa.eu/mailanon/form_en?address=hL5uQStVhdThZaLkixeVLG_WUIID3icgTQP0_ffoAqY%2C&name=Mr.+Arnauld+Forest
https://cordis.europa.eu/mailanon/form_en?address=HiJTyz-X7gL5nA3mUhAhXj0R-j5-e_cOCfOIcLHbh80%2C&name=Mr.+Nik+Claesen
https://cordis.europa.eu/mailanon/form_en?address=v73jYpaliE3xn1Q9BVTPK9hMRtnFE_f98P_PBYwprNc%2C&name=Dr.+Steve+Pascolo


EU contribution: EUR 337 500VON KRAEMERS ALLE 4
751 05 UPPSALA
Sweden

Activity type: Higher or Secondary Education Establishments

Administrative contact: Pirkko Boox
Tel.: +46 18 471 4815
Fax: +46 18 471 4808
E-mail

Subjects

Life Sciences

Last updated on 2016-06-27
Retrieved on 2018-04-12

Permalink: https://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/108713_en.html
© European Union, 2018

UPPSALA UNIVERSITET Sweden

Page 3 of 3
Research
and Innovation

https://cordis.europa.eu/mailanon/form_en?address=LGtR5qNlKyPc0uTlijxmB-xV6YrYa_qAKuxFj2yXNQQ%2C&name=Mrs.+Pirkko+Boox
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/result_en?q=contenttype='project' AND sicCode/code='LIF' AND language='en'
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/108713_en.html
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