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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

the authors presented an interesting retrospective study about Characteristics and
Outcomes of Familial Cardiomyopathy Adults Listed for Heart Transplantation between

January 2008 and September 2015 and compared them to non-ischemic cardiomyopathy
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(NICM) and ischemic cardiomyopathy (ICM) patients. the study is ell designed but i
have few comments: 1- the manuscript needs good English editing. 2- there is major fault
in the statistical analysis as we have three groups here so the recommended test for
comparing continuous variables would be ANOVA with post hoc analysis not student t

test. please correct that. 3- what were the primary and secondary outcomes of this study?
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Dear authors, This paper represents results of the retrospective observational study
(N=677) of patients with familial dilated cardiomyopathy and indications for heart

transplantation which is aiming to better define the characteristics and clinical outcomes
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of that disorder. The article is written with the good English-speaking adduction of the
arguments. The article is sufficiently novel and very interesting to warrant publication.
All the key elements are presented and described clearly. The most discussable options
in the article are: 1) Would you please kindly clarify what do you mean by"familial
cardyomyopathy" - please, correct it to "familial dilated cardiomyopathy" with an
abbreviation like Familial DCM or whatever. 2) Please, provide the definitions for your
clinical outcomes. Here is a point of the quality for the patient data. Please, elaborate this
point. 3) There must be a sort of the characteritics of the Registry in Methods because it's
not something clear what UNOS Registry in case of your study truly means (with a
number of patients). 4) Statistical value - there are many options which must be
discussed in the Discussion. The statistical power is one of them. You have a solution for
any troubles with your statistical analysis - you can elaborate your analysis with more
sophisticated approach, with more plots even. Your data look sometimes contradictory if
compare with the previous smaller studies like from 00s. The quality of your Registry is
low, but your paper can survive in case of more exciting performance with the elegant

statistical approach.
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Khayata et al. present an interesting study on the characteristics and outcomes of adults
with familial cardiomyopathy listed in for heart transplantation. The manuscript

describes the largest series of patients (N=677) diagnosed with familial cardiomyopathy.
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These patients are compared with two other cohorts of CMP patients - those with
non-ischemic and ischemic CMP. Data are derived from a registry which represents the
major weakness of the study due to its retrospective design. However, this limitation s
quite acceptable given the difficulties in running a study with a prospective design in
this field. The manuscript is well written and understandable by the reader. The results
are presented in a straightforward manner and illustrated abundantly with tables and a

figure. Conclusions drawn from them are clearcut and concise. I do not have specific
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comments and would recommend to accept this manuscript for publication.
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